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Welcome to our newsletter KITE, from  

the Sarah Lawrence Coalition for Palestine.  

 

KITE is open to contributions from within and beyond our  

Sarah Lawrence community. If you or someone you know would  

like to contribute—an event announcement, an event report,  

an opinion piece, a response to something we’ve published,  

a quote, a poem—please send to sl.fs.jpalestine@proton.me.  

 

Copy deadline is Sundays at noon. Thank you. 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

mailto:sl.fs.jpalestine@proton.me


 

Here is KITE’s second issue for the 2026-27 academic year— 

our last issue will appear in May of 2027, after two and a half years of publication. 

If you’ve been considering a contribution, now is the time! Students, faculty, staff, alums, 

parents, subscribers from outside our community: we’d love to hear from you. 

 

 

  

5 Questions 

We’ve had the honor of printing responses to these 5 questions from SL alums Sarah Ihmoud, Kathy 

Engel, Megan G, Miller Oberman, Randall Wallace, & Deborah Augustin, as well as from two current 

faculty members. We’d like to open our community-wide dialogue to anyone else who might be 

willing to answer them, whether by name or anonymously. As above, reach us 

at sl.fs.jpalestine@proton.me. 

Here are the questions: 

1 Can you say a little about your connection to Sarah Lawrence? 

2 Can you say a little about what your life has been like since October of 2023? 

 3 Something the Sarah Lawrence administration has said consistently since the fall of 2023: the rights 

of Zionists must be respected. Can you say a little about what that means to you? 

4 What's the role of a college or university in a time of genocide? 

 5 What are the values of Sarah Lawrence that you respect? 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Since our last newsletter: 

• Monday September 7 US Universities Rake in Millions Doing Israeli Military Research : Over 1,000 

pages of internal university and US/Israeli military documents reveal a sweeping, decades-long 

program to sponsor military research collaborations with at least 30 US universities. Inkstick 

The Feds May Challenge Private Colleges’ Nonprofit Status. These Would Be Most Affected. Chronicle 
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Yale Activists Defy Rules to Warn Against Deal With Trump: “‘‘Should a protest have to be registered? 

Should the decision-maker whom you’re trying to compel a decision from be able to make the 

decision about whether or not your voice is heard?’ Diego Loustaunau, a senior and a student 

organizer, said in an interview with The Chronicle.” Chronicle 

“Israeli settlers 'hike' through my West Bank village. Next is the violent land grab,” Fareed 

Taamallah MiddleEastEye 

“remember when Israel bombed a hospital in Nov 2023 and the world was shocked and the western 

media was denying it with all their might and now they do it every week in Lebanon and nobody bats 

an eye.” নয়ননকা☭ 

83% of people killed in Gaza died in their homes. Samira Mohyeddin 

Volkswagen once produced weapons for the Nazis. Now it will produce them for Israel. CNN 

We have released the Gaza Node Map: every event, location, person, video, soldier, strike, victim, 

journalist, etc.—mapped out as a nodes, and each node linked with its related nodes for researchers. It 

can be accessed here: https://archivegenocide.com/lab/ 

• Tuesday September 8 People Against Genocide break into the British headquarters of FANUC, a 

supplier of industrial robots for Israeli weaponry assembly lines. The firm supplies robots to Elbit for 

constant production of tank and artillery shells, used by Israeli forces to commit genocide. Aftershock 

• Wednesday September 9 IDF drone operator: "I asked to meet with the intelligence officer so I could 

enter targets into the computer, and he told me, ‘You have two million targets in Gaza.' The trigger 

was pulled extremely easily. People lost their humanity.’" BreakingTheSilence 

Israeli soldier: “I dedicate this explosion of infrastructure of terrorism in Lebanon to my sweet son, and 

to all his classmates who entered Class A, to the state of Israel. Let them know we are here, our fathers 

and grandfathers, here proudly. We continue to fight terrorism. Look at this, Mitzvah!” HatsOff 

Israeli forces raid a kindergarten in Gaza, trapping 200 Palestinian children under gunfire. Their 

teachers try to calm them, saying it’s fireworks. AJ+ 

 

• Thursday September 10 USGS reports a 4.1-magnitude earthquake in southern Lebanon, the United 

States Geological Survey said, after massive Israeli bombings of the Ali Taher ridge. MiddleEastEye 

The death toll from Israeli attacks on Lebanon since October 8, 2023, has reached 8,950 martyrs and 

30,642 injured, according to the Lebanese Ministry of Public Health’s Emergency Operations Center. 
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This includes 4,383 deaths and 12,406 injuries recorded since March 2. Meanwhile, Israeli airstrikes 

continued to hit southern towns, including Al-Mansouri, Marjayoun, and Nabatieh El Fawqa. Fana 

Today is the first anniversary of one of the deadliest attacks on journalists in recent history, when the 

IOF murdered 31 Yemeni journalists and media workers in Sana'a. Calla Walsh 

Secret systems used by Israel in mass killings of Gaza civilians revealed in new film: “The interviewees 

detail the secret methods used by the Israeli military in Gaza, including AI-based systems built to 

identify large numbers of potential low-ranking Hamas targets, who were then bombed in their 

homes at night, in the knowledge attacks would also kill their families.” Guardian 

• Saturday September 12 UK Lawyers for Israel try to ban Doctors Without Borders over “terror 

links.” Telegraph 

“United Airlines has not only been shipping weapons components to the Israeli regime during the 

ongoing genocide in Palestine (itself the crime of complicity under the Genocide Convention), but it 

has been doing so by hiding them in the cargo of passenger planes filled with unknowing civilians. 

United Airlines is therefore using its passengers as human shields to unlawfully arm the Israeli 

regime…United should be sued and boycotted out of existence, and its name should forever become 

a warning to all who would be complicit in genocide for profit.” Craig Mokhiber 

At least 10 Palestinians killed and 56 others wounded in Israeli attacks over the past 48 hours, says 

Gaza's health ministry, adding that more victims remain under rubble, with civil defence crews unable 

to reach them. AlJazeera 

“Do you remember journalist Ali al-Samoudi, who was held hostage by Israel for a year and subjected 

to severe starvation? Two hours ago, Israeli forces raided his home in Jenin, attacked his son, and 

ordered Ali to turn himself in within an hour.” Mosab Abu Toha 

• Sunday September 13 Israel has lost the battle of global public opinion…irreparably. No amount of 

propaganda, disinformation, bullying, censorship, corruption, threats, kompromat or indoctrination 

will erase the memory of the depraved crimes committed against Palestinians. Rula Jebreal 

Repairs to Saudi Arabia's East-West oil pipeline will take far longer than a month due to a lack of 

spare parts, with the pumping infrastructure catastrophically damaged and at least 8 locations on the 

pipe hit. That leaves Saudi Arabia set to run out of crude oil stocks for export within five to seven 

days, taking around 4 million barrels per day, ~4% of global supply, off the market, per three industry 

sources to Reuters. Some repaired points were struck again, using up the spares and undoing the 

work. Yanbu has about a week of stocks left on the kingdom's only export route that does not pass 

through Hormuz. HormuzLetter 
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“Houthis tie their Bab al-Mandab actions to solidarity with Palestineagainst Israel's genocide in Gaza, 

while the US-Iran war hits Hormuz. Washington chose war over diplomacy. Backing Israeli crimes and 

escalating against Iran has predictably trapped the entire region.” 

Furkan Gözükara 

 

• March 27, 2025 letter from the House Committee on Education & 

Workforce to 5 colleges: Pomona, Bowdoin, Northwestern, Barnard, 

& Sarah Lawrence. 

• June 11, 2025 letter from the House Committee to Sarah Lawrence 

• August 5 lawsuit filed by 10 Sarah Lawrence students & one faculty 

member against the College & the House Committee, to prevent 

shared attempts to equate anti-Zionism & anti-Semitism & to 

interfere with pro-Palestine anti-genocide protest. 

• March 17, 2026 House Committee 

releases report, with Appendix including the names of Sarah 

Lawrence staff and FSJP faculty in partially redacted emails turned 

over to the Committee by the College, without a subpoena. 

____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

•  F R O M  T H E  F A C U L T Y  &  S T A F F  •  

Higher education, cognitive surrender and Palestine 

Last August 13, MIT’s Ad Hoc Committee on AI Use in Teaching, Learning, and Research Training 

issued a report on “the role of generative AI in the life and educational mission of the Institute,” in 

order to “recommend how to navigate its challenges and opportunities.” It begins with this sentence: 

“This report is a call to action.” 

Alex Veremeyenko: “MIT published a brutally honest report on what AI is doing to students. A 

committee of professors and students spent five months studying how AI changed learning on 

campus, and the findings read like a warning to every university on the planet. Study groups are 

disappearing. Office hours are emptying out. Problem sets and take-home exams no longer prove 
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anything, because AI can produce credible solutions to almost any written assignment in the 

undergraduate curriculum. Students who lean on chatbots lose mastery and confidence, and some slip 

into what the report calls cognitive surrender, reaching for AI at the first hint of struggle.” 

“The report calls AI detectors unreliable, says lockdown browsers feel like spying, and warns that 

policing students builds a classroom atmosphere of mutual distrust. Instead, MIT wants to rebuild 

education around the things AI can't replace. That means oral exams, semester portfolios, in-person 

project work, and a required social component in every subject. The report even floats the idea of 

rethinking grades entirely, since without a GPA to optimize, much of the incentive to cheat with AI 

evaporates. The committee warns professors against replacing undergrad research assistants with AI 

agents just because they're cheaper, because a university exists to grow people, not output. The most 

famous tech school on earth admitted the machines broke its way of teaching. Its answer is more 

humans, not more software.” 

For us of Sarah Lawrence FSJP, the changes MIT is recommending sound a lot like the educational 

values of a Sarah Lawrence that is disappearing. For us it makes sad sense that the technological 

transformations to which MIT is responding correspond with a shift in values permitting previously 

unacceptable things: like disciplining campus political protest; like cooperating with federal pressures 

to persecute members of our community; like treating the confrontation with genocide as less 

important that protecting the feelings of those allied with its perpetrator, letting business as usual 

proceed. This is our community’s version of cognitive surrender: instead of tangling with the reality of 

Israeli genocide and our complicity in it, we’ve defaulted to collusion with unjust power. 

When the events of October 7 found our campus, we were hosting the Being Human series of speakers 

on AI. A month into the Israeli genocide against Palestine, we hosted trustee Phil Wiser, Chief Tech 

Officer of Paramount, ("Paramount under fire for meddling in Gaza coverage after '60 Minutes' 

producer resigns," Middle East Eye). His talk was called "Unleashing Creative Potential: Exploring AI's 

impact on Human Creativity at the Intersection of Media and Technology." At that same intersection, 

thousands of people in Palestine were already being murdered. 

By the following April, thousands more had been killed, as we hosted Brian Christian—who when asked 

the vital question, “Who benefits and how?” spoke about the “strange palimpsest” of the corporate 

systems developing and profiting from AI layered over the lives of the workers they exploit, in 

Bangladesh or the Philippines, making one or two dollars an hour. “You know these sort of 

anonymized people,” Christian said, “in developing countries.” 

We of SL FSJP are thinking about the strange palimpsest formed by AI and propaganda, as interwoven 

ways for power to manipulate meaning, down to the very meaning of what life is—as James Baldwin 

put it, “The civilized have created the wretched, quite coldly and deliberately, and do not intend to 

change the status quo; are responsible for their slaughter and enslavement; rain down bombs on 
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defenseless children whenever and wherever they decide that their ‘vital interests’ are menaced, and 

think nothing of torturing a man to death: these people are not to be taken seriously when they speak 

of the ‘sanctity’ of human life, or the ‘conscience’ of the civilized world." (“The Devil Finds Work”) Our 

campus is not one on which the murder of “these sort of anonymized people” is celebrated—but it’s 

one on which their lives are treated with the casual carelessness and disregard reflected in Christian’s 

language, in a context framed not by the shared necessity of preventing genocide but by the 

prerogatives of its perpetrators. 

In June of 2023, our president participated in the Yale School of Management’s Chief Executive 

Leadership Institute, on a panel called “AI - Aye Yai Yai: Perspectives of Pioneers.” At the top of the 

program was OpenAI CEO Sam Altman, a week after the office of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu tweeted, “Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu spoke today by telephone with OpenAI CEO 

Sam Altman. They discussed the opportunities and challenges facing the world and the State of Israel 

regarding artificial intelligence as well as cooperation with Israel in order to develop the field.” The 

other speakers ranged from the President of Sarah Lawrence to the former President of the Ford Motor 

Company, the fourth Secretary of Homeland Security, the contra-war-era Ambassador to Honduras 

John Negroponte (“To this day, I do not believe that death squads were operating in Honduras”). The 

five sponsor logos of the “Leadership Partners” included two with branches in Israel, one that appears 

in the UN Special Rapporteur’s 2025 report “From economy of occupation to economy of genocide,” 

and Jared Kushner’s law firm. There’s a quote from Peter Thiel’s co-pilot Max Revchin: “Think of AI as a 

human co-pilot helping both the customer service rep and the human find a very quick alignment on 

what it is they’re trying to accomplish together.” Levchin said in an interview last June,"The best recipe 

we've discovered, as humanity, is capitalism, a force for constant creative destruction where you build 

the next thing better than the other guy." 

“Higher education must be in front of this, observed Cristle Collins Judd, president of Sarah Lawrence 

College,” the program reports, “leveraging technology, as opposed to fighting it,” someone else 

suggests, the strategy our college and others chose when attacked by the House Committee on the 

Workforce. It’s our sense that that will prove not be our moment’s most effective strategy, and that 

higher education might find ways to be in front of the worldwide movement to defend the Palestinian 

people against Israeli genocide as well. 

The work we do at Sarah Lawrence has never been more important: to respect and foster 

unmanipulated learning, so students may learn to think for themselves. AI is one threat to this work’s 

foundations; federal pressure to conform with imperial foreign policy objectives is another; 

propaganda is another. Particularly pernicious is the propaganda designed to normalize genocide: the 

repeated messages that some lives are more worthy of protection than others, that not all people are 

people, that business as usual must continue, that anyone who disagrees with this must be criticized at 

best and at worst disappeared. We’re hoping that we as a community might find ways to defend the 
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work to which the College has been committed from its inception—to celebrate a 100th birthday not 

with platitudes and evasions and equivocations, but with the kind of clarity and courage students in 

the United States have demonstrated in response to the genocide since it began. They’ve refused 

many different kinds of surrender: cognitive, political, bureaucratic, social, legal, moral. Let’s stand 

beside them, and let their calls for action be ones we don’t discipline or ignore. Let’s rebuild our 

educational community around the values surrender to state power can’t replace. Let’s discover 

another recipe. 
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Fundraiser of the week 

Please Read My Story… 

My name is Rozan Al-Madhoun, and I am graduating this year from the College of Pharmacy. After 

losing all my family members, whose dream was to see me in my graduation gown, I am now left 

without anyone to support me. Sadly, due to accumulated university tuition fees, I may not be able to 

complete my studies or graduate. For the past three years of genocide, you have been my second 

family. I used to share with you the stories of Gaza’s martyrs and their lives and dreams. Today, I need 



your help to complete my graduation and fulfill my father’s 

dream. https://paypal.me/martyrsofgaza Every dollar and every share can make a difference. Please 

help me take this final step and achieve the dream my family always wished to see come true. 

I’m sorry to reach out to you again, but I truly have nowhere else to turn. I’ve only been able to raise 

$200 of the $1,500 I need to pay my university debts and complete my 

graduation. https://paypal.me/martyrsofgazaPlease, help me get one step closer to achieving my 

dream. Any support, no matter how small, means more to me than you can imagine. ❤️ 

—————————————————————— 

 

https://q8w2.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6aa76f58f3ef2d3f0335a930&u=https%3A%2F%2Ft.co%2FQB02lhrPrg&w=5143ccdde4b0e8b32a785ea9&c=b_6a9e2e5c9e69662b5ce59f54&l=en-US&s=p142HNY9vna5UXPAX7GGYsDKL2Y%3D
https://q8w2.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=6aa76f58f3ef2d3f0335a930&u=https%3A%2F%2Ft.co%2FQB02lhrPrg&w=5143ccdde4b0e8b32a785ea9&c=b_6a9e2e5c9e69662b5ce59f54&l=en-US&s=p142HNY9vna5UXPAX7GGYsDKL2Y%3D


 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

•  F R O M  T H E  S T U D E N T S  •  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Comments from our readers 

• “Thank you and thank you again for your words. I have been longing to hear your voice and 

didn’t even know it. The fact that you are there at Sarah Lawrence is a source of comfort and 

my greatest thanks.” 

• “I read this newsletter every Monday morning. I imagine that it is a major undertaking to 

put this together. I so appreciate the team for keeping it going through the summer.” 

• “I’m always glad to receive this. Student and faculty journalists very much on the ball.” 

• “Finally: just amazing kudos for the work you are all doing at SL and the newsletter, as 

testament to organizing across groups and standing strong, is so powerful!” 

• “amazing amazing work.  

keep it up.  

so erudite. so clear so human. amazing writing. can’t be found anywhere else.  

samud to u” 

• “bless you 

thank you for your service” 

• “KITE is a great publication.” 

• “We love KITE, and will definitely consider submitting something. Please keep up the good 

work!” 

• “fabulous work, people!” 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Sarah Lawrence & Palestine 

KITE is a newsletter from a coalition of Sarah Lawrence groups organizing for Palestine since the fall of 

2023: faculty, staff, students, and alumni. We welcome all contributions, responses, and suggestions. You 

can reach us at sl.fs.jpalestine@proton.me. 

 

Sarah Lawrence Coalition for Palestine, 1 Mead Way, Bronxville, NY 10708, USA 
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