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Jeff Halper,

co-founder of the Israeli
Committee Against House demolitions (ICAHD), will be
talking about his group’s exciting new campaign to build
Palestinian houses destroyed by the Israeli army...
find out how you can help!
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Jeff Halper’s experience as a professor of Anthropology
convinced him early on of the importance of trust in
human relationships and the need never to treat humans
as the “other”. An American who moved to Israel in 1973
after attending rabbinical school and becoming a Vietnam War resister,
Halper refused to bear arms, even during his Israeli military service, and
refused to serve in the Occupied Territories. Two of his children have
been imprisoned as conscientious objectors.
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Halper co-founded the Israeli Committee Against House Demolition
(ICAHD) in 1997, which was among the ﬁrst Israeli peace groups to
work inside the Occupied Palestinian Territories. ICAHD has worked
in coalition with Israeli and Palestinian organizations to resist the
demolition of Palestinian homes by sitting in front of bulldozers and
confronting Israeli soldiers. He and ICAHD also organize Palestinians,
Israelis and internationals to rebuild demolished homes as acts of
political resistance to the Occupation, thereby exposing the injustice
of the Occupation and asserting the importance of international civil
society in bringing about change.
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ICAHD is distinguished by its appeal to the international community,
disseminating information, networking and analyzing what Halper
calls the ‘matrix of control’ employed by Israel in its occupation
of the West Bank and Gaza -- the framework created by strategic
settlements, settler-only highways and the Separation Wall. ICAHD
seeks to go beyond dialogue and challenging stereotypes to assert
that true reconciliation requires the restoration of justice -- a justice to
be brought about through nonviolent direct action and adherence to
human rights.
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Jeff Halper has in recent years spent a great deal of time traveling
abroad to counter mainstream media information about the “realities
on the ground,” and will be visiting Madison in support of a massive
home rebuilding campaign being undertaken by the newly-founded
ICAHD-USA.
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